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BREAKING OPEN THE WORD      

        

Reflecting on next Sundayõs Gospel BEFORE Mass can bring  
so much  more m eaning to your experience of L iturgy.  Each  
week we print  the following  Sundayõs Gospel with some 
 questions for reflection and discussion.   ENJO Y!  

 
 
 

Gospel for May 1 8, 2008  
Most Holy Trinity ~ John 3:16-18 

 

 God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him might not perish but 

might have eternal life. 

 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world might be saved 

through him. 

 Whoever believes in him will not be condemned, but whoever does not believe has already been 

condemned, because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God. 

 

Godôs self-disclosure or self-revelation slowly evolved from the early days of the Old Testament by exploring 

different aspects of God.  So we ought not expect to find clear teachings on the Trinity.  Israelôs experiences of 

idolatry made Judaism adamantly opposed to anything other than strict monotheistic teaching.  Trinitarian doctrine 

only slowly evolved in the Church for this same reason.  The Church needed more than three hundred years of 

mediation and experimentation to find the right language to reveal the three persons in one divine nature.  St. 

Gregory Nazianzus concluded that God acted through the ages like a skillful teacher, revealing fundamental things 

first, and then gradually building upon them: ñThe old Testament proclaimed the Father clearly, but the Son more 

obscurely.  The New Testament revealed the Son and gave us the glimpse of the Spirit.  Now the Spirit dwells 

among us and grants us a clearer vision of the Spirit.ò  Not sure if this little theology/history lesson helps you 

understand the mystery of our Triune God.  But, this is one mystery that is meant to be lived rather than solved.  

Here are some questions that will help us reflect on how the Father, Son and Holy Spirit are revealed in our day to 

day living. 
 

REFLECTION QUESTIONS:   Which do you prefer: so living a  mystery or living with 
it?  Recall a òmysteriousó happening in your life.  Describe.  How do you address God 
when you pray?  What attributes of God do you most associate with in your daily life?  
How do you think you reveal the persons of God to others?  
QUESTIONS FOR FAMILIES AND CHILDREN:   Describe the qualities of someone in 
your life whom you trust very much.  Goodness, kindness, fairness are some of the 
ways we can be like God.  How do you show others what God is like?  
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 A  MESSAGE  FROM  
FR. FRANK   
AND FRIENDS  
 

 

 

 May 11, 2008  
 A Family of the Eucharist  
 

 

 

My sisters and my brothers, 

 

Happy Birthday Msgr. Rooney  
 

We celebrate the 90
th
 birthday of our beloved Msgr. Rooney tomorrow, May 12!  What an incredible milestone 

this birthday is!  God has given our Msgr. Rooney a long life, and he has given back to the Lord his fidelity, 

hard work and great love of his vocation as a parish priest.  He is a priest from head to toe.  He is current on all 

topics and adds great spice and interest to our discussions at the table in the Rectory. 

 

Each Sunday, Msgr. Rooney concelebrates the 9:30 am Family Mass.  The children love to be around him at 

the altar.  They love to hear him pray the Eucharistic prayer in his lilting brogue.  How beautiful to see him 

join hands with his beloved children to say the Lordôs Prayer. 

 

We pray that the Lord will grant him many, blessed and healthy years to come.  Ad Multos Annos!  Dear Ted, 

your dear family wishes you a blessed and happy birthday and the promise of our love and prayers always.  

Happy Birthday! 

 

Happy Mothersõ Day 
 

To all our dear mothers, we extend greetings and much love on this special day.  Happy Mothersô Day!  Our 

dear mothers, living and deceased, are remembered in all the Masses celebrated at our altar on this beautiful 

day. 

 

What blessing even comes close to that of having a loving and devoted Mother?  Nothing!  There is nothing 

like the love of a mother.  We become who we are because we live in the atmosphere of love and tenderness, 

which is the Christian home. 

 

Family is everything.  No matter what we accomplish or become, it pales in comparison to the gift of life, love 

and meaning that a good family gives to us.  At the heart of that family is, of course, the mother. 
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As we look out today at all the mothers of all ages, it touches us deeply.  The love and devotion present in the 

Church is overwhelming.  All these precious families are filled with the love of Jesus, and it is so obvious in 

the presence and devotion of the members of the families of our parish just how much love is truly present.  

What a gift it is to celebrate such love on this day! 

 

We remember our single mothers who do work of such incredible importance as they love and nurture and 

make every kind of sacrifice for their families.  They are my heroes in what they do for God and the Church in 

loving and taking care of their children. 

 

Let me close by extending condolences to all my fellow orphans whose moms and/or dads are in heaven.  

Mothersô Day for us is always a hard day.  We miss them so much.  Some day we will all be together again in 

the Kingdom of God. Amen! Alleluia! 

 

Happy Pentecost!  
 

Today I had a great privilege of being bishop for a day, as I administered the Sacrament of Confirmation to 
Richard Law and Allison Meurer, at the 11:00 am Mass.  I congratulate them on this very special day.  Let us 

also keep in prayers the 300 or so seventh graders who will receive Confirmation at the hands of Bishop Peter 

Libasci on June 2.  We have been in the process of interviewing these beautiful young people prior to their 

Confirmation.  What a great experience that has been.  The Holy Spirit will do wonderful things with these fine 

young people who love the Lord so very much.  May God bless them and their families. 

 

I pray that the Holy Spirit will touch our dear parish in an even deeper way as we allow the Spirit to guide us 

that we may do the works of Jesus in a more complete and faithful manner. 

 

Come Holy Spirit  

and fill the hearts of thy faithful. 
 

In Jesusô love, 
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STEWARDSHIP 
              Saints Cyril and Methodius  

            Mission Statement   
       Ss. Cyril and Methodius is a welcoming Catholic community 

        open to all with Jesus and Eucharist as our center.  Through 

       our celebration of the Gospel message, we embrace with 

compassion all individuals equally as Godôs children.  As 

        a church community, we continue the building of Godôs 

       Kingdom of justice by accepting the challenge of the Gospel 

       through faith, hope and love.  We spread Godôs love to all whom 

       we come into contact, truly serving as Jesusô body on earth. 
 

 

In the second reading today, St. Paul reminds the 
Corinthians, òThere are different gifts, but the 
same Spirit; there  are different ministries but the 
same Lord.ó  How am I using my gifts òfor the 
common goodó? 
 

OUR STEWARDSHIP PLEDGE: 
THREE HOURS TO THE LORD 

ǒOne hour in prayer each week 

ǒOne hour in service to others  

each week 

ǒOne hourôs wages financial 

support of our parish family 
 

Last Sunday, our weekly collection totaled: $23,668 

This same weekend last year was:  $23,151 
 

We are grateful this week for all stewards in our parish who 

consciously seek ways to discover how God has gifted them (gift 

discovery programs, reading, conversation, formation). 
 

We thank the families who lovingly used envelopes last weekend. 

 

 

Parish Financial Summary 
Week of May 4, 2008 

Weekly Budget  $25,000 

Weekly Collection     $23,668 

+/- $25,000           -      1,331 

Mass Attendance         2,864 

Attendance Last Year        2,879 
 

We thank you for your continuous generosity.  We hope that 

today you remembered your mother and/or wife in some 

special way.  May is the month that we celebrate 

motherhood.  We also honor our Blessed Mother Mary this 

month.  Know that you, our dear parishioners, are always in 

our prayers, and we thank you for all you do to make this a 

true Family of the Eucharist.  We especially thank our 

mothers and all the mothers of the world for what they do 

for all of us.  Happy Mothersô Day 

   Fr. Frank & Dcn. Phil 
 

 

MATCHING FUNDS PROGRAM  
 

 In many companies, the Matching Funds Program matches your 

charitable contribution on a dollar for dollar basis.  In one case our parish 

received over $3,000 as a result of an employee (our parishioner) reporting 

their donation to the company. 

 Please ask your employer if they have such a program.  It may benefit 

our parish at no cost to you. 
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